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PURPOSE:  To provide for a reasonable safety factor in water supplies when 
calculating fire sprinkler system demands. 
 
SCOPE: All hydraulically calculated fire sprinkler systems.     
 
DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE: The Fire Department has historically used a 20% 
safety factor when giving fire flow information to fire sprinkler contractors for 
hydraulic calculation purposes on fire sprinkler systems.  This factor appears to 
be somewhat excessive given the excellent water system in Colorado Springs. 
 

 
DECISION: The safety factor for fire flow readings used for the design of 
hydraulically calculated fire sprinkler systems will now be 10% in lieu of the 20% 
currently being used  
 
 


