
    

 
      

  

        
 

    
 

                   
                   

                 
               

 
               

                
       

 
              

               
                  

                
              
          

 
       

     
     
     

        
       
       

       
      

 

  
Experience  a  high-altitude  outdoor  experience  this 
summer  on  the  South  Slope  of  Pikes  Peak!  The 
South  Slope  Recreation  Area  is  open  Thursday  -
Saturday  from  7:30am  to  3:00pm,  weather 
permitting.  There  is  limited  parking  and  no  access  to 
the  area  will  be  allowed  without  pre-registering; 
permits  are  not  available  on-site.  There  are  a  limited 
number  of  vehicles  and  users  allowed  each  day  to 
this  secluded,  high-altitude  recreation  area.  The  fee 
is  $20  per  vehicle,  up  to  eight  persons  per  vehicle. 
For  more  information  and  registration,  go 
to  coloradosprings.gov/southslope. 

View In browser: Click here 

Pikes Peak Summit Complex Newsletter 
June 2020 

Safety is "top of mind" at this mountain top! 

By Stuart Coppedge, RTA Architects 

After a leisurely drive or relaxing train ride, you find yourself 14,115 feet above sea level. You may feel the 
effects of the altitude - shortness of breath or lightheadedness - but there is a building there, after all, and 
quite a few cars, shuttle vans, and people. Just how dangerous can it really be? Actually, like any 
mountaintop that is exposed to exceptionally high winds and lightning, Pikes Peak's summit can be very 
dangerous. 

However, you can feel reassured about visiting the summit of America's Mountain. The design and operation 
of the new summit complex gives visitors an appreciation of the physical and climatic extremes of the 
Colorado high country while significantly reducing any risks. 

The building itself, constructed primarily of precast concrete and steel, is essentially noncombustible, and an 
automatic sprinkler system protects those areas with flammable contents. In the unlikely situation of fire in 
the building, the typical response would be to get people outside as quickly as possible. This may not be 
prudent (during a thunderstorm with lightning, for example). To provide refuge in case of fire, the visitor 
center will automatically separate itself into two zones with an automatic, self-closing firewall that allows 
visitors to move away from the threat while remaining safely inside. 

The windows allow great views of our region's 
impressive mountain landscape reaching to far-off 
horizons while letting in abundant Colorado 
sunshine. The advanced construction of the 
windows - laminated layers of glass and plastic set 
in extremely durable frames - is specifically designed 
to withstand impacts. In extremely high winds, a 
shutter system is deployed to protect the glazed 
areas and entrances most susceptible to flying 
debris. 

PIKES PEAK SHUTTLE 
 
While  some  roads  serving  marquee  Colorado 
destinations  have  been  temporarily  closed  due  to 
COVID-19,  Pikes  Peak  Highway  largely  aims  to 
maintain  its  summer  status  quo.   
 
"With  Summit  House  construction  still  limiting 
parking  atop  the  14,115-foot  mountain,  vans 
are  scheduled  to  ferry  visitors  to  the  summit  from 
spots  along  the  highway,"  said  Jack  Glavan, 
manager  of  Pikes  Peak-America's  Mountain,  an 
enterprise  of  the  City  of  Colorado  Springs.  Those 
shuttles  started  in  mid-May. 
 
Glavan  said  the  idea  was,  "similar  to  what  Mountain 
Metro  Transit  in  Colorado  Springs  and  RTD  in 
Denver  are  doing."  
 
Social  distancing  guidelines  means  that  capacity 
may  be  half  with  the  goal  to  limit  rides  to  fewer  than 
ten  passengers.  Drivers  will  wear  masks  and  so  will 
the  visitors.  That  is  a  requirement.  The  shuttles  are 
disinfected  after  each  trip  with  "heavy  cleaning"  at 
the  end  of  the  day.  

PIKES PEAK PROJECT TEAM SAFETY 
 
While  construction  is  deemed  a  critical  activity  by 
the  state,  we  are  taking  extra  precautions  to  keep 
our  Pikes  Peak  project  team  safe.  Posters  from  the 
Center  for  Disease  Center  hang  onsite  to  remind 
workers  to  stay  home  if  they  are  sick,  be  diligent 
regarding  handwashing,  and  practice  social 
distancing.  Practices  for  this  site  includes  increased 
cleaning  of  site  common  areas  and  Personal 
Protective  Equipment;  staggered  start  times  and 
mealtimes;  and  dispersed  work  groups  of  ten  people 
or  less.  Project  leadership  continues  to  track  and 
follow  federal,  state,  and  local  healthcare  guidance 
to  help  reduce  the  spread  of  coronavirus. 

 

SOUTH SLOPE OF PIKES PEAK - 
NOW OPEN 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?preview=true&m=1102731551566&ca=49ca2a21-89f5-4710-a8c2-fe8b34f0a4c4&id=preview
https://ui.constantcontact.com/emailSharePreview.jsp?id=preview
https://vimeo.com/393048566
http://coloradosprings.gov/southslope


               
               

                
              

  
 

                 
                 

                

 

 
                  

                    
             

                  
                  

                   
                   

                    
                  

         
 

                
                  

                  
 

     
  

               
               

              
                

         
 

     
            

   

    
          

    

               
             

 
               

             
               

  
 

 

The pedestrian amenities and exterior interpretive elements were designed to survive high winds as well. As 
an extra precaution, visitors are not allowed on the summit when sustained extreme weather is forecast, 
which is a long-standing policy. The building is completely accessible to those with physical disabilities, as is 
the exterior pedestrian network, which is also well-defined and separated from vehicular traffic to further 
protect summit visitors. 

If you do experience urgent health issues on the summit, trained emergency personnel are on duty when the 
Pikes Peak Highway is open and the Pikes Peak Cog Railway is running (anticipated to restart operation in 
early 2021). As you can tell, safety is "top of mind" at the summit of America's Mountain! 

WILDFIRES' IMPACT 
Fire Season Past and Present 

In the mid-1800s, the Pikes Peak Region experience a very large spread fire. According to The Story of the 
Big Burn of 1853-1854 by Herbert M. Sommers, "on a dry and windy day the fire spread to the top of 
Cheyenne Mountain, carried over into South Cheyenne Cañon, through Buffalo Cañon and Buffalo Mountain 
into North Cañon, up the those slopes, then covered with heavy virgin timber to Mt. Arthur and Mt. Garfield. 
From the lower slopes and foothills the fire jumped from face to face to the ridges coming down from 
Cheyenne's top. The face and top of Mt. Cutler was largely cleared and then the fire moved on to Point 
Sublime and along the front of Mays Mountain to Bear Creek. Mays Mountain is that which we can see each 
day, showing the grade of Gold Camp Road from Bear Creek to Point Sublime. This fire was burning in front of 
a continuous hard wind from southeast which now quite often blows day after day, and nights too, and is 
seemingly pulled up Ute Pass acting as a great flue." 

Based on evidence, it is believed the fire moved through Chipita Park, Crystola, and Woodland Park. From 
Divide, the fire traveled westward, spreading both north and south of US Highway 24 to Lake George. At that 
point, the fire moved west, down Wilkerson Pass. It is believed the burn area was many thousands of acres. 

From Wikipedia - the free encyclopedia 

In 2012, the Waldo Canyon Fire scorched more than 18,000 acres and 346 structures in wildland-urban 
interface (WUI) areas of Ute Pass and western Colorado Springs. Heavy rains coupled with unstable soil 
conditions resulted in devastating flash floods within days of fire containment with additional property losses 
and one fatality in subsequent flooding events. The following year, the Black Forest Fire burned more than 
14,000 acres and 511 structures in northern El Paso County. 

Expect more fires in the future
According to the USDA Forest Service, the wildfire-management environment has profoundly changed over 
the last few decades: 

The fire season lasts longer. 
Fires are larger and, on average, burn more acres each year. 
Fire behavior is more extreme. 

To address these challenges, the USDA Forest Service and its many partner organizations are collaborating to 
support a Wildland Fire Management Strategy in which a key component is creating "fire-adapted 
communities." 

In a fire-adapted community, residents are knowledgeable about the risks of wildfire and engaged in wildfire 
mitigation efforts. This means everyone in the community - including individual homeowners - actively 
participate in mitigation projects that reduce the impact of wildfire and, simultaneously, lessen the need for 
extensive protective action. 

LIVE CAMERA FEED 

CLICK  HERE  to  checkout  what's  going  on  a  top 
America's  Mountain  right  this  minute.  View  a  LIVE 
camera  feed  from  contractor  GE  Johnson  and  keep 
up  with  the  amazing  construction  progress  of  the 
new  Pikes  Peak  Summit  Complex! 
 
CLICK  HERE  to  our  newest  video  - A  Time-lapse 
orbit  featuring  the  stages  of  construction.  

Summit  Complex  Time  Lapse  - May  2020 

PROGRESS INFORMATION 

BARR TRAIL DETOUR 
 
Hikers  and  runners  seeking  Pikes  Peak's  14,115-
foot  summit  from  Barr  Trail  will  have  to  add  a  bit  of 
distance  to  their  typical  12-mile  trip.  Construction  on 
the  new  Summit  House  will  force  travelers  to  detour 
south  of  the  mountaintop  to  Pikes  Peak  Highway, 
where  they  can  follow  the  road's  shoulder  to  the 
parking  lot  and  get  a  ride  down,  as  many  choose  to 
do.  Officials  say  the  detour  amounts  to  0.8  extra 
miles.  The  detour  will  be  in  effect  until  July  31.  Also, 
hikers  are  advised  to  exercise  extreme  caution  while 
hiking  on  the  shoulder  of  the  highway  - something 
that  has  been  actively  enforced  by  rangers  in  the 
past.  Signs  will  be  posted  at  the  base  of  Barr  Trail, 
at  the  top  detour  point  and  at  Barr  Camp,  which  is 
temporarily  closed  due  to  COVID-19. 

2020 LOOK AHEAD FROM GE JOHNSON 
 
June  construction  updates: 

Erecting  the  north  overlook  boardwalk  system 
Installing  lobby  roof  deck 
Excavating  to  start  drilling  east  boardwalk 
micropiles 
Generator  fuel  tank  being  placed  in  the 
ground 
Great  progress  on  waterproofing  of  the 
building 
Interior  duct  work  
Wall  rough-in  and  electric  room  build  out 
started 
Mechanical  equipment  and  systems  will  start 
making  the  trek  to  the  top  to  be  installed  at 
the  lower  level  mechanical  room 
Summit  Marker  slab  to  begin  excavation  for 
final  grade 
Exterior  masonry  set  to  begin  late  June 

Follow  the  Project:  sign-up  for
New  Heights  eNewsletter  
 
Email  us  requesting  to  be  added  to  the  e-
newsletter  distribution  list.  
summitcomplexinfo@coloradosprings.gov 

http://summitcomplexinfo@coloradosprings.gov/
http://bit.ly/3aw4ZkJ
https://youtu.be/rELPgJ27FHA
https://youtu.be/rELPgJ27FHA


                
              

              
              
               

              
 

                 
                 

              
    

    
 

 
Leaving  a  remarkable  record  for  Colorado  history,  Holmes,  later  a 
single  working  mother,  joined  her  own  mother  in  Washington,  DC, 
and  rose  to  a  government  directorship.  She  started  women's 
suffrage  associations  and  helped  her  sister  organize  female 
clerks.  In  1871,  these  Archibald  women  attempted  to  register  to 
vote  as  part  of  the  national  suffrage  campaign.  Thus,  Julia  "Anna" 

Archibald  Holmes  dedicated  her  life  to  proving  women's  equality  by  trekking  to  Colorado  to  participate  in  the 
Gold  Rush  and  being  the  earliest-known  woman  to  climb  Pikes  Peak.   LISTEN  to  a  recording  of  her  story. 

 

 Site  work  milestone  reached  with  the  installation  of 
the  north  overlook  cantilevered  steel  structure.  This 
shows  the  framework  for  the  over-the-edge 
experience  at  the  north  side  of  the  mountain. 
 

As you have likely observed while driving the Pikes Peak Highway, the USDA Forest Service, in partnership 
with Colorado Springs Utilities, has been actively treating National Forest Service lands to enhance forest 
health and reduce catastrophic fire within these fire dependent ecosystems. A secondary objective of the 
forest treatments enhances forest resilience and risk reduction to protect the valuable watersheds of Pikes 
Peak and the water storage infrastructure. Pikes Peak - America's Mountain staff members Dex Evans, Kelly 
Thompson and Matt Zeiger are part of the wildland fire team located on Pikes Peak. 

Wildfires are a constant threat to communities. When we all participate in mitigation efforts - at our homes, 
neighborhoods, and public lands - we can become a fire-adapted community. Each of us can reduce the fire 
danger by learning more about wildfire mitigation. Start here: National Fire Protection Association and at 
the Colorado Springs Fire Department 

Bloomer Girl on Pikes Peak 

Julia  "Anna"  Archibald  Holmes  was,  in  1858,  the  first  recorded 
white  woman  to  summit  Pikes  Peak  - America's  Mountain,  a  feat 
that  Zebulon  Pike  believed  "no  human  being  could"  do,  given  the 
conditions  the  Pike  party  endured.  Wearing  the  woman's  "reform 
dress"  and  publishing  her  account,  she  became  one  of  the  earliest 
named  women  in  Colorado  history,  called  "the  Bloomer  Girl  on 
Pikes  Peak." 
 
Holmes'  journey  was  a  public  statement  for  women's  equality.  She 
chose  to  walk,  insisted  she  share  men's  guard  duty,  and  achieved 
her  great  climb.  Along  the  way,  she  described  Colorado  gold-
camp  life,  drinking  from  a  "Boiling  spring,"  climbing  "sublime" 
Pikes  Peak,  and  praising  the  "glorious  sight"  from  the  cold 
summit. 

Tûs  Pêh 
Mountain  that  Touches  the  Sky 

Re-invigorated  work  due  to  the  great  (but  still  cold) 
spring  weather.  Dry  spring  isn't  good  for  water 
resources,  but  is  beneficial  from  a  construction 
perspective. 

The  building  is  prepared  to  receive  large  equipment 
for  HVAC,  plumbing  and  electrical. 
 

Interior  partition  framing  is  beginning  to  show  the 
final  configuration  of  the  interior  environment.  Back-
of-house  storage,  offices  and  the  kitchen  have  been 
framed. 
 

By  Matt  Reed,  Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Officer  - Cultural  Resource  Division 
Pawnee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  
 
The  Pawnee  Nation  is  composed  of  what  had  historically  been  four  independent  tribes;  the  Čawî',  the 
Kitkehahki,  the  Pîtahâwirâta,  and  the  Ckîrî.  The  first  Pawnee  was  a  woman  named  Rain  Standing,  the 
daughter  of  the  Morning  Star  and  his  mate,  Evening  Star.  The  first  Pawnee  man  was  Closed  Boy,  the  son  of 
the  Sun  and  his  mate,  the  Moon.  Our  religion  revolved  around  Sacred  Bundles,  sacred  objects  given  to 
Pawnees  by  the  stars  or  by  mystical  animals.  These  Bundles  dictated  ceremonies,  agriculture,  warfare,  daily 
life,  and  more.  Each  Bundle  had  a  special  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  earthlodge,  our  traditional  house, 
where  the  creation  story  was  recreated  every  evening  as  the  Morning  Star  cast  his  light  across  the  earthlodge 
to  Evening  Star's  Garden  on  the  west  side. 
 
The  earliest  account  in  our  oral  history  tells  of  a  young  man  who  followed  a  spiritual  guide  to  the  west  until  he 
came  to  Irâhkarihrârûta,  Those  Mountains  In  a  Line.  There  he  encountered  the  Evening  Star,  the  Mother  of  all 

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/
https://coloradosprings.gov/fire-department/page/wildfire-mitigation-0?mlid=9906
https://www.cogreatwomen.org/project/julia-archibald-holmes/


       
      

 

     
 

                  
                 

                      
                     

            
 

                  

 
                      
              

 
                     

        

        
        

       
 

 
        
     

 
 

 
       

        
        

  
  

       
        

       

        
        
       

 
       

       

 
       

        
       

        
       

     

  
   

 
       

 
   

 
  

 
   

 

 

Pawnees,  as  she  came  down  to  Earth's  surface  and  the  four  old  men  who  guarded  her.  Near  Tûs  Pêh  or 
Mountain  That  Touches  the  Sky,  in  a  cave  which  is  the  source  of  all  buffalo,  he  was  given  the  gifts  of  corn, 
beans,  squashes.  He  took  these  back  to  his  people  and  created  a  Sacred  Bundle  from  those  items. 
 
Based  on  those  events,  every  Pawnee  earthlodge  reserves  a  space  on  the  west  side  as  Evening  Star's 
Garden.  It  is  in  this  area  that  the  different  Sacred  Bundles  are  kept  and  prayers  of  tobacco  and  food  are 
placed.  From  the  time  of  that  young  man's  journey  until  the  19th  century,  Pawnee  people  regularly  visited  Tûs 
Pêh  and  the  sacred  sites  within  its  shadow. 
 
Certain  things  from  this  story  help  us  as  classically  trained  history  professionals  to  attempt  a  determination  of 
the  age  of  these  events.  The  story  of  the  young  man  describes  him  leaving  his  people's  settlements  of  grass 
houses,  a  house  style  that  disappeared  from  the  Pawnee  Nation  nearly  2,000  years  ago.  The  story  also  tells 
of  his  bringing  of  corn  and  other  crops  to  our  Pawnee  People,  an  event  that  nearly  coincides  with  the 
appearance  of  earthlodges  in  Pawnee  history.  When  Zebulon  Pike  traveled  to  Pawnee  settlements  in  northern 
Kansas,  he  may  have  learned  of  Tûs  Pêh  at  that  time.  As  he  left  the  Republican  River  valley,  he  followed  a 
well-established  Pawnee  road  south  to  the  Arkansas  River  and  then  along  that  river  to  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  modern  La  Junta  where  he  encountered  a  group  of  200  Câwî'  men  returning  from  Tûs  Pêh. 
 
The  tumultuous  events  of  the  19th  century;  refugee  nations  fleeing  contact  with  non-Indigenous  people, 
warfare  among  tribes  and  with  the  United  States,  American  immigrants,  the  Homestead  Act,  and  the  eruption 
of  American  towns  and  infrastructure  across  the  landscape,  physically  severed  the  Pawnee  people  from  their 
holy  sites  on  Tûs  Pêh,  but  not  their  spiritual  connection. 

The Top Of This Mountain Peak In Colorado 
Donut stop until you reach the top! 

By Michelle Roberts-Garcia, posted on Instagram 

All donuts are not created equal; some are meant to be enjoyed in a completely different setting than the 
typical home or office scenario. Pikes Peak Summit House in Colorado is home to an extraordinary kind of 
donut that is made in an altitude 14,000, above any other place in the world. And they are said to taste better if 
enjoyed high in the sky, as opposed to when you return home. If you love a good sweet treat after a hearty 
hike up a towering peak, you'll definitely want to give these a try. 

Pikes Peak Summit House in Colorado sits 14,115 feet above sea level and was once a weather station until 
1888. 

You can either hike the peak or drive up it to receive the greatest reward of all. The views along the way and 
from the summit are breathtaking, though that could also be attributed to the high elevation. 

Regardless, the journey is worth it, whether you hike, bike, or drive. But it's what awaits at the top that will feel 
like an even bigger reward than the vantage points. 

QUICK LINKS 

United States Forest Service 

City of Colorado Springs Pikes Peak - America's
Mountain 

City of Colorado Springs 

Colorado Springs Utilities 

Pikes Peak Cog Railway 

USARIEM 

The final structural steel framing of the lobby roof 
has been installed, which provides a picture of the 
full extent of the lobby form (visible from 
downtown). 

The monumental lobby stair is in fabrication at the 
local steel shop (Peak Custom Fabrication). 

Summer work: 

Sitework will begin surrounding the official marker of 
the summit, which will celebrate the true summit of 
the mountain as identified by the historic plaque and 
re-identified brass marker. 

Installation of the boardwalk system on the north 
edge of the site will continue. As guardrail is 
installed, sections may be turned over to visitors. 

Drilling for boardwalk supports will occur on the east 
side of the existing summit house to connect the 
ADA accessible boardwalk to the new summit visitor 
center. 

As waterproofing of the building walls and roof 
continues, the installation of the stone cladding will 
begin. 

As the summer proceeds, the building will become 
more identifiable as its final form takes shape and 
the exterior finish materials are installed. There are 
several sequences of work necessary to get to the 
final building enclosure, but with good weather the 
building should begin to be enclosed. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47229
http://www.pikespeakcolorado.com/
https://coloradosprings.gov/
https://www.csu.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://cograilway.com/
http://www.usariem.army.mil/


 

 

 
                      
                        

  

 

To safely UNSUBSCRIBE from this project e-newsletter only, send an email to Lisa@bachmanpr.com. This removes you from receiving information about this project only, 
but assures you continue to receive e-newsletters about other projects you signed up for in the past. SafeUnsubscribe below removes you from receiving ALL project e-
newsletters. 

Pikes Peak - America's Mountain, (719) 385-7325, PO Box 1575, MC 060, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80901-1575 

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email} 

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider 

Sent by lisa@bachmanpr.com in collaboration with 

Try email marketing for free today! 

https://www.facebook.com/PikesPeakAmericasMtn?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/PikesPeakSummit
mailto:lisa@bachmanpr.com
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001QKOUjm76P7ZaAjjcFiBELyQwzwd4ZUDS&t=001MhnCWQDgCgTRlbzTK0-ZYw%3D%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkdVi0oe2OjiJ5PGgAjjvD_0&llr=o9iy54cab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=o9iy54cab&m=1102731551566&ea=lisa@bachmanpr.com&a=1134411008476&id=preview
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?mse=001QKOUjm76P7ZaAjjcFiBEL-WqlJXPTYlAuHmxMlWg31K7MY9bOHvXlQ%3D%3D&t=001MhnCWQDgCgTRlbzTK0-ZYw%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkdVi0oe2OjiJ5PGgAjjvD_0&llr=o9iy54cab&p=oo
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:lisa@bachmanpr.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Holi_253&rmc=VF19_V8
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Holi_253&rmc=VF19_V8
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